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permit the workmen  to achieve their stone-setting task
within under the most favourable conditions,
While the piers were progressing other gangs of natives
were hard at work in the improvised shipyard riveting the
steel-work together.   Each span measured 100 feet long
14 feet in width, 20 feet in height, and weighed 56 tons!
The pontoon itself measured 95 feet long by 45 feet wide.
Work continued so favourably that by the time the
masonry work on the piers was completed the spans had
been assembled, and all was ready for transhipping them
from the yard to their respective positions on the piers,
Novel means for transporting the weighty and bulky masses
of steel were adopted.   The pontoon was brought endwise
against the river bank and made fast.    A length of railway
track was laid from end to end along the deck of the
pontoon, and was brought against the ends of another short
track running down the river bank, thereby making a con-
tinuous length of railway line.    As the completed spans
were ranged side by side in the yard at right angles to the
river, they had to be hauled sideways for some distance,
Rails were laid under each end of the spans at right angles
to the railway and were well greased so as to become a kind
of "waysS) such as are used to launch a vessel.   Gangs of
natives tugged at the span to haul it broadside until it
rested on the railway line, which also was lubricated.  Then
two locomotives were brought up to the rear end of the
span, and by sheer steam force pushed It down the bank
railway on to the pontoon,  where it rested fairly and
squarely, and overhanging equally each end of the pontoon,
which was five feet shorter than the span.
The pontoon was then released from its moorings and
was hauled out into the stream by means of the endless
cable, until it came centrally between the two piers on
which the span was to be placed. From each pier a hawser
was passed to stanchions on either end of the pontoon*;
The endless cable was slackened* and the pontoon^ with its
novel cargo, was permitted to drift slowly dowtt-streapi
towards the space between the two piers, being guided itf